The Respiratory Unit at Danderyd Hospital mainly serves the Stockholm area with a population of 1.2 million people. Patients with special respiratory difficulties, how ever, can be sent to us from other parts of Sweden, especially since 1989 when we were appointed the national specialist clinic by the Swedish Medical Board. An explanation will be given concerning the incidence of high tetraplegia, the present and future medical and economic situation, and finally the author's own experiences concerning patients with high spinal lesions requiring assisted ventilation.
It has been very difficult to find figures of the total incidence of cervical spinal cord injuries as autopsy reports do not often focus on this particular diagnosis as a cause of death. Of survivors that I have been in contact with, more than 50% had sufficient breathing during the initial period. The remainder, of course, were dependent on people being available for rescuing interven tions. Sweden is a long country with a wide road network and a low traffic density, a long coast, more than 100,000 lakes and an archipelago of more than 60,000 islands.
The beaches are not guarded and we have few road patrols. This together with a low population density probably has a negative influence on the survival rate in traumatic injuries.
There has been an attempt to evaluate the 
